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   BISHOP’S WALTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council   

held on Tuesday 27th September 2022 at The Jubilee Hall 

commencing at 6pm 
 

Present:   Cllr Ford 

Cllr Iro    Vice Chairman 

    Cllr Jelf    

    Cllr Jones 

Cllr Latham  

    Cllr Nicholson  

    Cllr Pavey 

    Cllr Webb       

    Cllr Williams 

    Cllr Wilson        

    Cllr Wood  

         

In attendance:   Mrs McKenzie – Executive Officer 

      

Members of the public: 0 

 

PC94/22 To receive and accept apologies for non-attendance. 

Cllr Conduct – family commitment 

Cllr Marsh – family commitment 

Resolved: To accept apologies for non-attendance 

Proposed: Cllr Wood 

Seconded: Cllr Ford 

All in favour 

  

PC95/22 To receive and accept Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests on items on 

the agenda. 

None relating to the business of the meeting. 

 

PC96/22 To receive and accept any personal, pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests on 

items on the agenda. 

None relating to the business of the meeting. 

 

PC97/22 Requests for future agenda items - for information only 

None at this time. 

 

PC98/22 Date of next meeting - Tuesday 11th October 2022. 

Noted.   

 

PC99/22 Motion for confidential business: 

 

 The following motion will be moved on the completion of the above business: 

That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is 

advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded, 

and they are instructed to withdraw in accordance with the provisions of the Public 

Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960. 

 

PC100/22 St John Ambulance Hall, Little Shore Lane – Auction Sale - for consideration  

Cllr Jones presented the proposal from the Chairman of the Council, Cllr Marsh. He explained 

that he had accompanied the Chair to an open viewing of the property on 23.9.22 and they 

had invited a valuer from a local estate agency for their advice too.  
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An HCC solicitor had been asked to initially review the access agreement and it was 

confirmed that the property would retain some access rights across Jubilee Hall car park. The 

Chair, and Cllr Jones, as Vice Chair of the F,P&R Committee, had requested that the solicitor 

undertake further investigation of the auction legal pack and agreed the associated costs to 

the operational spend limit. This costing would be ratified by F,P&R at their next meeting on 

4.10.22.  

  

It was explained that the Executive Officer had spoken to the Principal Planning Officer at 

WCC who had confirmed that the property was listed under a CP6 category (health and 

education) and therefore any person wishing to change this category would have to explain 

why. 

 

It was noted that there was a flat rate of £1,500 to bid at auction, which was agreed by 

those present. 

 

Cllr Jones finished by adding that the visual inspection of the property confirmed a sound 

building with a  reasonable maintenance schedule to be applied. 

 

The Council then gave the proposal careful and full deliberation covering the points below: 

 

CP6 was applied to original Educational Institute Building and was later changed to flats so 

change of use could be pursued; CP6 was not an iron cast protection of a property. 

 

The Executive Officer had applied for the property to be listed as a Community Asset but 

WCC had confirmed that this was an 8-week process so would be reviewed in November. 

Support had been requested by our Ward Councillors. 

 

The Church may also bid for the property with their Charitable Funding but this was not yet 

confirmed. 

 

The Council Facilities Review would have to consider if an additional building would be useful 

to the Council and its community.  

 

Could the building be dual use? Nursery may have safeguarding issues with a shared user.  

 

Could the building be sub-divided? Yes, the floor maps show this originally was the plan. 

 

Would the property have a set level of rental value? To be investigated. 

 

If a change of use applied for, how much would this cost? To be investigated. 

 

Comparison of other similar hirers to be considered. 

 

The opportunity to purchase this neighbouring community building was suggested as a key 

focus with many community ventures that this could continue to provide for BW residents. 

 

Monies available and budgeted made this project viable. The Chair of F,P&R gave a figure 

of funds available. 

 

It was noted that a bank loan was possible and reassurance given that other ear marked 

monies for projects would be protected (i.e. skate park). 

 

It was queried if the Council should consider bidding over the given amount decided. The 

answer given that that limit was confirmed and the valuation of that plot was guided 

accordingly. Compared against other Council properties. It was suggested that any ‘left 
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over’ money would be required for maintenance. Grants could be applied for such 

maintenance and upgrade; but only if relevant to Parish Councils. 

 

Consideration of Facilities Review and portfolio of assets duly deliberated. This property would 

strengthen community services provided by the Parish Council. The balance of assets was 

discussed – the budget for a new admin building and sale of current property noted. 

 

If another buyer purchases the site could the PC comment on any subsequent planning 

applications, if seen as neighbour with vested interest? Clarification to be sought from P&H 

Committee Clerk but thought any application can have comments made and referred to 

WCC for consideration.  

 

It was noted that a purchase now could then allow for a full consideration of the site, with 

access rights, in due course with the opportunity to then enhance community services or sell 

on. 

 

A note was made to consider conveyancing costs and stamp duty.  

 

Resolved: To bid at auction for Lot 97: St John Ambulance Hall, Little Shore Lane, on 4th 

October 2022 

Proposed: Cllr J Marsh 

Seconded: Cllr K Jones  

All in favour 

 

Resolved: To appoint working group for bidding at auction (as detailed above) as Cllr Iro, Cllr 

Jones, Cllr Nicholson with the Executive Officer  

Proposed: Cllr J Wood 

Seconded: Cllr J Williams 

All in favour 

 

Resolved: To confirm top bid price as £410,000.00 

Proposed: Cllr K Jones 

Seconded: Cllr B Nicholson 

All in favour 

 

 

Cllr Iro stated that it was a duty to the Parish to try and protect these community services.  

 

Notes/Actions: 

 

If successful, prepare for funds to be paid on the day, or shortly thereafter  

ACTION: EO/RFO/SAA  

 

Check auction procedure with Savills agent     ACTION: EO/DI/KJ

      

 

 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 6:56pm 

 

 


