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                               BISHOP’S WALTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on
Tuesday 14th October 2025 at The Jubilee Hall commencing at 7pm
Present:


Cllr Homer




Cllr Jones




Cllr Latham

(and WCC Councillor)
Cllr Marsh
Cllr McLean

Cllr Miller

(and WCC Councillor, left for a period, returned)




Cllr Webb




Cllr Wilson





Cllr Wood

In attendance:


Mrs H Fisher

Finance Manager

Mrs C Wilkinson
Committees Officer
Members of the public:        
0
The Executive Officer noted that the Council Chairperson and Vice Chairperson had both submitted 

their apologies for non-attendance and so a Chairperson for the evening needed to be elected.

PC183/25 To elect a Chairman for the evening

Nominated: Cllr Jones

Proposed: Cllr Marsh

Seconded: Cllr Wood

8 in favour, 1 abstention

Nominated: Cllr Wood

Proposed: Cllr Wilson

Cllr Wood declined the opportunity and seconded the vote for Cllr Jones.
PC184/25 To receive and accept apologies for non-attendance
Cllr Conduct (Council Chairperson) – family commitment
Cllr Nicholson (Vice Chair of the Council) - family commitment

Cllr Sherwood – indisposed

Cllr Williams – work commitment

Resolved: to accept apologies for non-attendance
Proposed: Cllr McLean
Seconded: Cllr Miller

All in favour 
PC185/25 To receive and accept Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests on items on the 

agenda.

None.
PC186/25 To receive and accept any personal, pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests on items on the agenda.
None.
PC187/25 Public Session
No members of the public were present. 
Correspondence noted as received in regard to concerns about the solar farm contractors to be referred to the Planning and Highways Committee.

A letter had been received confirming a new telegraph pole is to be installed at Ashton Close which was welcomed to improve mobile connectivity in the area. This was added to with the news of an upgrade to the radio base station on the Botley Road.

An idea for a tabletop sale in the Jubilee Hall was suggested to be referred to the Halls and Grounds Committee.
The recent HCC pavement works, undertaken within the Accessibility Project, were noted as complete and the area greatly improved and an enhancement to the High Street.

An update regarding the Esso site was provided noting that the planning application consultation date had now passed with few objections recorded.

PC188/25  To receive the report from the County Council and District Council Representatives.  
Councillor Latham reported that the Local Government Reform suggestions had been submitted at the end of September as per the set deadline. The next step was awaiting the Government’s review of this and further consultations due before the end of the year. It was noted that residents would need to be aware of publicity and Council to be prepared to make relevant comments.  The County Councillor grant was available during 2025/26 with part funding options available. The roll out of the new food waste bins had started in Upham. 
PC189/25 To receive the Minutes of the Committees of the Parish Council
Resolved: To receive the Minutes of the Committees of the Parish Council

Proposed: Cllr Wilson
Seconded: Cllr Miller
All in favour
PC190/25 Approval of the minutes of the meeting 9th September 2025 and Extra Ordinary meeting of 7th October 2025
Resolved: To approve the minutes of the meeting 9th September 2025
Proposed: Cllr Wilson
Seconded: Cllr Marsh
8 in favour, 1 abstention from those were in attendance at the meeting of 9th September 2025

Resolved: To approve the minutes of the Extra Ordinary meeting of 7th October 2025
Proposed: Cllr Wilson
Seconded: Cllr Marsh
5 in favour who were in attendance at the meeting of 7th October 2025 

(the other 4 attendees on the 7th October were not present at this meeting of 14th October)

PC191/25 Actions arising from the minutes of the meeting 9th September 2025 - Noted.
PC192/25 To receive current financial statement and balance sheet
Resolved: to receive current financial statement and balance sheet


Proposed: Cllr McLean
Seconded: Cllr Webb
All in favour








Cllr Miller left the meeting.
PC193/25 Annual Governance and Accountability Return 

Resolved: to consider and note the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (and External Auditor’s report) 2024/25


Proposed: Cllr Latham
Seconded: Cllr Marsh
All in favour
PC194/25 Planning Applications
Resolved: To ratify the recommendations of the Planning & Highways Committee
Proposed: Cllr Wood
Seconded: Cllr Marsh
All in favour
PC195/25 Draft Parish Council Agreement for West Hoe Cemetery

The agreement was duly considered and approved for referral to Swanmore Parish Council. 

Resolved: To approve the draft Parish Council Agreement for West Hoe Cemetery
Proposed: Cllr Marsh
Seconded: Cllr Wood
All in favour






ACTION: Executive Officer/ WHCMC Clerk
PC196/25 Chairman’s Report 



Noted with additional meeting with Bishop’s Waltham Parish Fishing Club 13.10.25.
PC197/25 Councillors’ Reports

Cllr Latham reported back on the Public Transport meeting:-
· Stagecoach is privately owned and run therefore not obligated to operate requested routes.

· CEC could promote bus use and community links – refer to CEC

· A new electronic bus information screen for St George’s Square was under consideration by HCC

Cllr Jones provided an update on an Action Hampshire Housing meeting that he had attended highlighting opportunities for affordable housing in the South Downs National Park and the Call for Sites by WCC currently requested.

PC198/25 Executive Officer’s Report 




Noted.
PC199/25 ACSO Report 




Noted. Concerns raised about dog behaviour incidents on the Pondside lane area with the public encouraged to contact the WCC Dog Warden. Parking matters at Priory Park on a Saturday morning were also noted as a problem that would be referred to the Halls and Grounds Committee and Dynamos Football Club to address.
PC200/25 Councillors’ Surgery – Report and Future Meetings
Surgery of 26.9.25 focused on Priory Park Clubhouse upgrade consultation noted.
Surgery of 25.10.25 – Cllr Wilson confirmed

Surgery of 28.11.25 – Cllr Latham, Cllr Wood volunteered.

PC201/25 Requests for future agenda items

· Readvertisement of Casual Vacancy for Co-option
· Update on South Pond.

PC202/25 Date of next meeting - Tuesday 11th November 2025

Noted.

PC203/25 Motion for confidential business:

The following motion will be moved on the completion of the above business:

That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960.

PC204/25 Recommendation from the Finance, Policy and Resources Committee
i) Remedial Works to Priory Park Clubhouse Showers
Resolved: To approve the appointment of Regal Environmental Services Limited to carry out the remedial works to the Priory Park Clubhouse showers at a cost of £395.00, excluding VAT.
Proposed: Cllr Webb
Seconded: Cllr Marsh
All in favour

ii) Additional Dual-Use Bin at the Jubilee Hall added to Current Service Contract
Resolved: To approve the ratification of the additional expenditure of £6.41 per week for the emptying of the Council’s dog waste and dual-use bins by IDVerde. 
Proposed: Cllr McLean
Seconded: Cllr Wood
All in favour

PC205/25 Quotations for South Pond Perimeter Tree Works
The quotations tabled were duly considered.
Resolved: To approve the appointment of Bishop’s Waltham Tree Surgeons Ltd to undertake the required remedial tree works at the South Pond at a cost of £3,600.00, excluding VAT.

Proposed: Cllr Homer
Seconded: Cllr Wood
All in favour
ACTION: BWTS to liaise with BWPFC about works before commencement 
ACTION: Executive Officer

Cllr Miller rejoined the meeting.
PC206/25
Montague Road Land Lease - Update
The Council considered the tabled legal fees with due deliberation.
Resolved: To approve an informal agreement in the format tabled to be signed by Council and Landowners.
Proposed: Cllr McLean
Seconded: Cllr Latham
6 in favour, 1 objection, 2 abstention





ACTION: Executive Officer
PC207/25 Albany Wood Estate – Grounds Maintenance Contract
The initiative was discussed at length but it was concluded that the current grounds team could not include this in their working hours so the idea deferred until further opportunity arising. One suggestion made to shelf the idea completely was not taken up.
Resolved: To defer consideration of the project and gather further information for any such future opportunity.

Proposed: Cllr Wilson

Seconded: Cllr Latham

8 in favour, 1 objection






ACTION: Executive Officer
At this point the Committees Officer left the meeting.
PC208/25 Staffing Matters

Due deliberation was given to the agenda item.

Resolved: To formally acknowledge that the confidential staffing matter was now closed in accordance with legal and GDPR regulations.
Proposed: Cllr Marsh
Seconded: Cllr Homer
All in favour.
There being no other business the meeting ended at 8:40pm.
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